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REMARKS 

Claims 1-9 are currently pending in this application, as amended. Claim 1 has 
been amended to more particularly point out and distinctly claim the invention. In particular, 
claim 1 has been amended to include "storing" and "retrieving" by "using a computer." Support 
for the amendment to claim 1 can be found in paragraphs [0096], [0131] and [0134] of the 
originally submitted Specification, among other places. Claim 8 was amended to correct a minor 
grammatical error. Accordingly, no new matter has been added by the amendment. 

Election/Restrictions 

Restriction 

The Examiner has stated that the application contains the following patently 
distinct embodiments: 

Embodiment I, claims 1-7, drawn to a process for identifying an object 
through irradiation, classified in class 376, subclass 156; and 

Embodiment II, claims 8-9, draw to an apparatus for identifying an object 
through irradiation, classified in class 376, subclass 159. 

The Examiner takes the position that embodiments I and II are related as process and apparatus 
for its practice, but that they are distinct because the apparatus can be used for non-destructive 
examination of a known object instead of identifying an unknown object or because the process 
can be practiced manually or by computer. The Examiner has not stated reasons why the claims 
should be classified in different subclasses. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.142-1.143, Applicant hereby elects 
Embodiment I, claims 1-7, with traverse. 

But, Applicant respectfully submits that, in view of the foregoing amendment to 
claim 1, the Restriction Requirement is no longer necessary. Applicant requests reconsideration 
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of the Restriction Requirement and that the Restriction Requirement be withdrawn for the 
following reasons. 

Method claim 1 requires use of an irradiating device, a radioactivity measuring 
device for measuring a level of radioactivity and a storage device for storing "for-identification 
information," similar to those elements recited in apparatus claim 8. Claim 1 has also been 
amended to specifically include "using a computer" to "store" and "retrieve" for-identification 
information from the storage. Claim 1 uses a computer to operate a storage and to retrieve 
information from the storage. Thus, claim 8 is drawn to an apparatus primarily for practicing the 
method set forth in amended claim 1 . Further, claim 8 calls for a computer which retrieves an 
identifier corresponding to obtained for-identification information, and therefore, the apparatus 
of claim 8 identifies objects in addition to "examining objects" (measuring radioactivity of an 
irradiated object), instead of examining or identifying objects as suggested by the Examiner. 

Furthermore, it is unclear why the Examiner believes that class 376, subclass 156 
(nuclear transmutation, e.g., by means of particle or wave energy. . . [sjubject matter comprising 
the bombardment of a material to produce an induced nuclear reaction other than that resulting in 
the splitting of a nucleus) would apply to claims 1-7 but not claims 8-9 and why class 376, 
subclass 159 (neutron activation analysis. . . [sjubject matter wherein the neutron bombardment 
of the material results in the production of a product which is to be analyzed to yield data 
concerning the nucleus of the material and/or its environment) would apply to claims 8-9 but not 
to claims 1-7. There are no additional elements or features recited in claim 8 which would 
require claim 8 to be directed to only "neutron activation analysis," and therefore, it would seem 
more appropriate that all of the claims be classified in the broader class/subclass, i.e., class 376, 
subclass 156, of which subclass 159 is a subset. 

Thus, the process claimed in method claim 1, as amended, cannot be practiced by 
another "materially different apparatus" than that recited in claim 8 and cannot be practiced by 
hand; the apparatus of claim 8 cannot be used to practice another "materially different process" 
than that recited in amended claim 1 ; and all of the claims should be classified in the same 
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class/subclass. MPEP § 806.05(e). Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the 
Restriction Requirement be withdrawn. 

Species Election 

The Examiner has further stated that if "Invention I" is elected, Applicant is 
required to elect one of the following species: 

A. the embodiment shown in Fig. 6; 

B. the embodiment shown in Fig. 8; and 

C. the combination of embodiments A and B. 

Further, the Examiner states that if embodiment A is elected, Applicant is 
required to elect one of the following disclosed species: 

D. wherein calculating back the irradiation time is on the basis of an 
irradiation condition under which the object was irradiated; and 

E. wherein calculating back the irradiation time is on the basis of a measured 
value of radioactivity of the object immediately after irradiation. 

Even Further, the Examiner states that if embodiment B or C is elected, Applicant 
is required to elect one of the following disclosed species: 

F. wherein the predetermined decay curve represents how the radioactivity of 
the object decays as absolute time elapses from the irradiation time; and 

G. wherein the predetermined decay curve represents how the radioactivity of 
the object decays as relative time elapses from the irradiation time. 

The Examiner contends that currently no claim appears to be generic for Group I. 
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Applicant declares that claim 1 is generic for Group 1 and all of the identified 
species are embraced by claim 1 and that only a reasonable number of species is claimed. 
Applicant hereby elects embodiment A and embodiment D thereof. 

Reconsideration and an early action on the merits of all of the claims are 
respectfully solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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